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Water for the World Student Impact Contest 2017 
 

 

Make a Splash! 
 

1) Pick one SITUATION from the table below: Put your Problem Solver hat on and write 
one page about a SITUATION where there is a lack of access to clean, safe drinking 
water. In your page tell us about the SITUATION: WHY is it happening and what 
SOLUTION would you suggest? Your page can be written any way you want. Your page 
can be a story, a newspaper article, a drawing, a comic book, a poem…. It’s up to you! 
Keep reading for an explanation of the SITUATION, WHY and SOLUTION: 

 

SITUATION SUGGESTED READING 
Drought in California: 
A drought happens when more 
water is needed than there is 
water available. There is a 
drought in California right now. 

Here are some articles on the drought. You can find more online, by asking a teacher 
or a parent or guardian: 
http://magazines.scholastic.com/news/2015/04/Why-California-Is-So-Thirsty 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/photos/california-drought-dry-times-in-the- 
golden-state-1.3022496 

Unsafe Water: 
Across Canada, in many First 
Nations communities people have 
to boil their water before it is safe 
to drink, making water less 
accessible. 

Here are some articles on this unsafe water issue. You can find more online, by 
asking a teacher or a parent or guardian: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/bad-water-third-world-conditions-on- 
first-nations-in-canada-1.3269500 
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/why-cant-we-get-clean-water-to-first- 
nation-reserves/ 

Lake Ontario: 
In Ontario we have an abundance 
of fresh water sources. However, 
one of our most important 
sources is being polluted. 

Here are some articles on Lake Ontario pollution. You can find more online, by 
asking a teacher or a parent or guardian: 
http://globalnews.ca/news/780788/sewage-pollution-of-torontos-water-among- 
worst-in-ontario-study/ 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/raps-pas/default.asp?lang=En&n=58AC19A1-1 

 

2) WHY: WHY is there a lack of clean, safe drinking water in this SITUATION? Apply what 
you learned at Water for the World. For example, you can talk about how problems with 
education, conflict, poverty, governance or the environment can lead to a lack of access 
to clean, safe drinking water. Sometimes there are a lot of WHYs in one SITUATION. 
Pick one WHY and focus on it. 

 
3) Suggest a SOLUTION: Think about how to address the WHY in your SOLUTION. For 

example, if the WHY in your SITUATION is that people are polluting water because they 
don’t know that pollution can kill fish, come up with a plan to educate them. Maybe your 
SOLUTION is to create a YouTube channel where people can learn about pollution and 
how bad it is for fish. Sometimes there are a lot of SOLUTIONs to one SITUATION. Pick 
one SOLUTION and focus on it. 

 
4) Projects must be submitted through email at waterfortheworldworkshops@gmail.com or 

by mail to Olive, 50 Minthorn Boulevard, Suite 501, Markham, Ontario, L3T7X8, no 
later than April 21th at 5 p.m. In your email tell us: 

 

• Your Teacher’s Name (the Teacher that accompanied you to the workshop) 
• Your First and Last Name 

• The Name of the Library where you had your Water for the World workshop 

Attach your project to your email and send it to us! 
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Have an idea to improve access to 
clean water? We want to hear it! 

Maybe you have an idea to make local water 
cleaner (like Lake Ontario, your local stream or 

pond) or an idea to help more people have 
access to clean water. Maybe you have a great 

new design for water filters or a plan to 
conserve water at home, at school or in your 

community. 
 

We created the Student Impact Contest 
because we want to hear all of these great ideas! 

 

Winners will be awarded 
a pizza lunch! To learn 
more about the 2017 
Contest and how to enter, 
go to: 

 

https://waterfortheworldto.wordpress.com/schools/ 


